
MISSIONS AT THE CSCMISSIONS AT THE CSC  
 

On a bulletin board at the Christian Student Center is a map of the world covered in pins.  These pins     
indicate locations that students from the CSC have gone over the years for the purpose of short term     
mission trips.  These trips have been taken by groups of students serving on domestic fields during spring 
breaks (from San Francisco and Seattle to Washington D.C. and New York City), as well as individual       
students serving on foreign fields during summer breaks (from Honduras and Ukraine to Tanzania and     
Singapore).  The newest pin to be added to the map is Los Angeles, California. 
 

On March 12th of 2016, seventeen of us from the CSC flew out of Nashville to spend our spring break in 
L.A., working with a ministry called The Dream Center.   

ABOUT THE DREAM CENTER ABOUT THE DREAM CENTER   
 

Founded in 1994, The Dream Center is a volunteer-
driven organization under the leadership of a mega-
church in L.A. called Angelus Temple.  It meets the 
needs of over 80,000 individuals and families each 
month through over 200 need-centered ministries!  
These ministries include mobile hunger relief and  
medical programs; rehabilitation programs; a shelter 
for victims of human trafficking; transitional housing 
for homeless families; foster care intervention        
programs; job skills and life skills training; counseling; 
basic education; Bible studies and more.  
 

Throughout the week we heard many testimonies of 
people whose lives were totally transformed; saved 
from prostitution and domestic violence, gangs and 
gambling, and addictions and suicide attempts.  

ABOUT LOS ANGELESABOUT LOS ANGELES  
 

Though I was born and raised near L.A. (till my family moved to Portland, OR. 
when I was nine); for most of the students, it was their first time to California – 
and their first mission trip anywhere for that matter.  
 

Oh the sights and sounds, both stunning and sobering!  We saw sunrises and 
sunsets, flowers and palm trees.  We saw mansions averaging $4,000,000 each, 
not too far from more than 50 blocks of homelessness on Skid Row.  We 
breathed in the smog as we sat in traffic amidst huge skyscrapers, and we 
breathed in the saltwater air on the shore of the Pacific in 80-90 degree     
temperatures.  We saw Lamborghinis and Rolls Royces, as well as celebrity 
handprints from the likes of Jimmy Stewart, Bing Crosby, Elvis Presley, Marilyn 
Monroe and Michael Jackson.   
 

It was a roller coaster of emotions.  One moment we looked into the eyes of a   
transformed disciple a Christ overflowing with joy and enthusiasm, and the 
next moment we looked into the eyes of hopeless souls surrounded by Satanic    
symbols, in urine-saturated rat-infested cardboard boxes.     

A REPORT BY TYLER ELIS, CAMPUS MINISTER 



WHAT IMPACTED YOU THE MOST?WHAT IMPACTED YOU THE MOST?  
 
“...the genuine happiness I saw in the lives of the people affected by the ministry. Sometimes you have  
to go to the darkest places to find the brightest lights.  The trip has been an ongoing reminder that I am 
overwhelmingly blessed with great opportunities that are only a dream to most people.” ~Warren Oja 

 
“...meeting people whose lives were full of hardships and despair, yet through it all they only gained a 
much deeper understanding of His grace and had come closer to Christ because of it.” ~Derek Watkins 

 
“We heard and saw a joyfulness from dramatically changed lives, filled  
with love and a hope for the future that only God can give.” ~Joyce Troxler 

   
“...the prayer ministry.  After praying for each seat in the church and then getting to witness the  

response that night, I could only stand in awe. It was a wonderful reminder of the power of prayer,  
which is greatly utilized in each and every one of The Dream Center’s ministries.” ~Nicole Mullican 

 
“…meeting the homeless on Skid Row and seeing how some are  
just making the best of what has come to them.” ~Miranda Northcutt 

 
“It was awesome just getting to pray with a stranger and connect in that way with them  

through our great God. It was also really cool to see the smile on their face when the prayer  
was finished, knowing that God is indeed working in our lives everywhere.” ~Kara Deason 

 
 

 

WHAT WAS ONE OF THE BIGGEST TAKEAWAYS?WHAT WAS ONE OF THE BIGGEST TAKEAWAYS?  
 
“The power of prayer.  Every event, every time we went out to serve, every time we finished serving, the 
morning we spent praying at the church, the mission teams circled up to pray in and pray out of whatever 
was being done.  All the praying done at The Dream Center has had a powerful impact.” ~Joyce Troxler 
 

“One of the biggest takeaways for me was being able to see not only what the life as a servant truly  
looks like, but that there are hundreds of people out there doing it every day.” ~Zak Coleman  

 
“…learning to love the people we served as individual souls formed by our Lord.” ~Lauren Long 
  

“…being able to see firsthand what an impact that the church can have on an area that is  
controlled by the evil one.  So many hopeless situations are being made new through Christ,  

and we are reassured that the enemy stands no chance of stopping us.” ~Corey Gravil 



WHY ARE YOU GLAD YOU WENT?WHY ARE YOU GLAD YOU WENT?  
 

“…while serving those in desperate need and hopefully making an impact on their lives, it truly  
opened my eyes and humbled me for all the blessings that I have been given.” ~Derek Watkins  
 

“…it was an amazing experience that I will never forget. Being able to see the  
smiles on the people's faces that we helped was so uplifting. I could not have  

imagined spending my spring break doing anything else.” ~Destiny Pearson 
 
“I had the opportunity to be inspired by our college students as I watched them pour themselves into  
serving; witness their compassion as they stepped way out of their comfort zones; watched them work  
to exhaustion and spend 7 days together in very close quarters;, no personal space or time and the entire 
time they built one another up and supported each other. I am so proud of them.” ~Joyce Troxler 
 

“…it really opened my eyes to the struggles that others experience that we take for granted  
because we have a bed to come home to and food to eat every night.” ~Angelica Figures 

 
“…for obvious reasons such as spreading the Gospel and helping those in need, but also for getting  
to know everyone who went better.  Starting new friendships as well as growing in old ones.  (You  
learn a lot about people when you spend 7 nights sleeping in the same room.)” ~Andrew Northcutt 
 
“…it served as a reset for me.  Not only from the stresses of everyday life, but also  
for my mindset.  I need to do a better job of remembering that I am a steward of the  
blessings God has given me, and putting them to use towards His glory.” ~Andrew Neal 
 
 

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SAY TO MEMBERS AT LAUREL?WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SAY TO MEMBERS AT LAUREL?  
 

“I thank the members of Laurel for providing opportunities of   
fundraising and being incredibly generous to our cause.” ~Daniel Cook 

 
“The generosity of the people of Laurel Church of Christ is overwhelming and inspiring.  
I never thought I would have a chance to do something like this while I was in grad school.  
I am exceedingly grateful and convicted to be more generous myself.” ~Warren Oja 
 

“I want to thank Laurel for their never ending support of the college students. This support  
does not go unnoticed or unappreciated. We are all VERY GRATEFUL.” ~Nicole Mullican 

 
“We could not have served or grown without the financial and spiritual support the  
church provided. Thanks for working with us as the unified body of Christ!” ~Lauren Long 
 

“Lives were touched and Christ's love was shown to "the least of these",  
and that was able to happen because of Laurel's support.” ~Corey Gravil 



watch the 
EXTENDED VIDEO: 

 

www.cscutk.org 
/#/opportunities 
/spring-mission 

OUR DAYOUR DAY--TOTO--DAY SCHEDULEDAY SCHEDULE  
 
DAY 1 
 Breakfast, scripture reading and prayer at the 

Andershock’s home in Nashville. 
 Board plane to CA. via CO. 
 Settle in at Rolling Hills Covenant Church  
 Eat seafood on the pier at Redondo Beach. 
 
DAY 2 
 Attend service at Rolling Hills Covenant Church. 
 Take a Hollywood Tour (Beverly Hills; Griffith 

Observatory; Grauman’s Chinese Theatre; Walk 
of Fame). 

 Eat at In & Out Burger. 
 Play games. 
 
DAY 3 
 Check into The Dream Center; go through     

orientation with 150+ volunteers from around 
the world.  

 Explore Pointe Dume via Pepperdine University. 
 
DAY 4 
 Morning devotional led by Daniel Cook. 
 Commute to new Dream Center in Long Beach: 

painting, organizing, repair gate, etc. 
 Community Clean Up through “Adopt-A-Block”. 
 Work in the Dream Center kitchen and thrift 

store. 
 Explore Santa Monica Pier: watch sunset; toss 

frisbee; meet Josh Dobbs; ride ferris wheel.  
 
DAY 5 
 Morning devotional led by Lauren Long. 
 Collect donated furniture from warehouse. 
 Distribute groceries via Food Trucks.  
 Paint decorations for Easter outreach to kids at 

Ronald McDonald House.  
 Assist children in The Dream Center Academy. 
 Distribute hotdogs to the homeless at Venice 

Beach.  
 Eat ice cream.  
 
DAY 6 
 Morning devotional led by Derek Watkins. 
 Two-hour prayer session at Angelus Temple. 
 Distribute groceries via Food Trucks (arrive 15 

minutes after a shooting in the projects; drink 
homemade horchata from locals) 

 Attend church service at Angelus Temple. 
 Debrief session with other volunteers. 
 
DAY 7 
 Morning devotional led by Nicole Mullican. 
 Load groceries on Food Trucks. 
 Distribute hotdogs to the homeless on Skid Row.  
 Hike to the Hollywood sign. 
 Eat at Roscoe's Chicken & Waffles. 


